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CIFF ANNOUNCES 2026 JURY AWARD WINNERS,
HONOURING OUTSTANDING VOICES IN FILM

Calgary, AB - The Calgary International Film Festival, presented by Servus Credit Union, is
celebrating the filmmakers whose work made a lasting impression on this year’s festival. From
powerful feature films to innovative shorts, the 2026 CIFF Jury Awards recognize standout
storytelling, artistry, and filmmaking from across Canada and around the world. Selected by an
accomplished group of industry professionals and film experts, this year’s winners represent
some of the most compelling work presented at CIFF 2026.

"Nearly all of the juries said that they had a really hard time picking a winner out of the strong
films in competition, but we're very happy for all the winning filmmakers, and we look forward
to seeing where they all go next,” said Brian Owens, CIFF’s Executive Director.

CIFF is proud to announce the winners of the 2026 Jury Awards!

JURIED FEATURE FILM AWARDS

Canadian Narrative Feature Award: Grand Jury Prize

Winner: NINA ROZA, Directed by Genevieve Dulude-De Celles

Honourable Mention: PHREAKER, Directed by Adam Yorke

Special Mention for Performance: Leo Matthew Temela, IN ALASKA (Directed by Jaap van
Heusden and Vinnie Karetak)

Jury Statement: The jury awards the Canadian Narrative Feature Award to NINA ROZA for its
compelling and beautifully nuanced exploration of identity, belonging, and the responsibility
that comes with recognizing extraordinary talent. Through its exploration of what it means to
leave your homeland and return with a new perspective, the film thoughtfully examines the
complexities of art, cultural identity, and the ties that bind us to our roots. A distinctly Canadian
story in its celebration of multiculturalism and shared histories, NINA ROZA reminds us that our
experiences of home, belonging, and opportunity are both deeply personal and universally
understood.

Canadian Narrative Feature Jury: Matt DeVuono, Guillaume Carlier, Kara MacLean

International Narrative Feature Award: Grand Jury Prize

Winner: YESTERDAY THE EYE DIDN'T SLEEP, Directed by Rakan Mayasi
Honourable Mention: MARIE MADELEINE, Directed by Gessica Généus

Special Mention for Performance: Duda Santos, FUNK (Directed by Aly Muritiba)




Jury Statement: With its haunting themes and harrowing circumstances, this film pulls you in
from its first frame and keeps its grip on you until its last. Beautiful imagery and framing
abound, and the film is very much alive - despite the souls whose autonomy has been stripped
away lurking within. This struggle between familial loyalty and one’s own self-determination,
this film wraps you in a crushing tragedy and gives you a final image you will likely not soon
forget.

International Narrative Feature Jury: Darren Dean, Aleisha Anderson, Louise Morel

Canadian Documentary Feature Award: Grand Jury Prize

Winner: LOUF, Directed by Aziz Zoromba

Honourable Mention: THE FINAL ACT, Sophie Deraspe

Special Mention for Creative Storytelling: BA'S BOOK, Directed by Ashley Duong

Canadian Documentary Feature Jury: Jeremy Workman, Vicki Van Chau, Cody Lefthand

Jury Statement: We loved how LOUF takes the seemingly simple story of opening a restaurant
in Toronto and quietly opens it up into something much bigger, touching on identity, diaspora,
and the realities of Palestine without ever feeling didactic. Its patient, intimate vérité filmmaking
makes you feel like you’re right there in the kitchen and turns what could have been a
straightforward food documentary into something deeply human, moving, and unexpectedly
emotional.

International Documentary Feature Award: Grand Jury Prize

Winner: SCHOOL FOR DEFECTORS, Directed by Jeremy Workman

Honourable Mention: TO HOLD A MOUNTAIN, Directed by Biljana Tutorov and Petar Glomazic¢
Special Mention for Editing: REHEARSAL FOR A REVOLUTION, Directed by Pegah Ahangarani

Jury Statement: Jeremy Workman'’s deep curiosity about his subjects and his non-judgmental
approach to storytelling moved and inspired us. The film also beautifully reflects the themes
that run throughout this year’s documentary program.

International Documentary Feature Jury: Max Collister, Christie Boschman, Sarah Taylor

JURIED SHORTS FILM AWARDS

Jury for all Shorts Awards: Jonelle Belcourt, Mia Lee Vicino, Max Geschwind, Ciermae Allen,
Mide Kadiri

Short Film Grand Jury Prize
Winner: FATHERFUCKER, Directed by Grégory Camoli

Jury Statement: The film stood out for its strong pacing, authentic and compelling characters,
and the believable world it created around them. We were drawn in by the story and left
wanting to spend more time with these characters and see where their lives might go.

Live Action Short Film Award

Winner: FAUX BIJOUX, Directed by Jessy Moussallem
Honourable Mention: FOUND & LOST, Directed by Reza Rasouli




Special Mention for Prosthetic Design: MAN EATING PUSSY, Directed by Emily Lawson

Animated Short Film Award
Winner: GOD IS SHY, Directed by Jocelyn Charles

Documentary Short Film Award
Winner: SOLE, Directed by Haneol Lee
Special Mention for Use of Multimedia: PANTHER PAT, Directed by Ashley Brandon

Devon Bolton Memorial Alberta Short Film Award
Winner: THE LEGACY OF A BUTTERFLY, Directed by Monique Barrie

Devon Bolton was an award-winning respected filmmaker, creative director, and mentor in the
community. His death by suicide in 2019 prompted his sister Kirsten Bolton to establish an
award in his name to highlight mental health struggles and the need for support within the
creative communities.

“In 2006, my brother Devon and | were thrilled to win the first Best Alberta Short Film award at
CIFF for SHIPWRECKED, which would then go on to be an official selection at 25 international
festivals, winning at five, including a BAFTA. It was a game-changer for two young Calgary
filmmakers with big dreams,” said Kirsten Bolton. “Twenty years later, I’'m proud to partner with
CIFF to offer the Devon Bolton Memorial Film Award - now in its fifth year — not only to
celebrate early-career Alberta filmmakers, but provide the spark, momentum, and support to
kickstart their next project.”

Ross Faulder Memorial Experimental Short Film Award
Winner: SENSUAL, Directed by Tanja Nuijten

Student Short Film Award
Winner: DEAR MAE, Directed by Josiah Mendoza, Mona Patterson, and Zoey Franklin

Youth By Youth Cinema International Short Film Award

Winner: THE BUNNY, Directed by Isaiah Supadi and Oscar Smith

Youth by Youth Cinema Canada Short Film Award

Winner: FORGOTTEN, Directed by Artin Hadipour

CIFF extends its congratulations to all of this year’s award winners and nominees, and heartfelt
thanks to the filmmakers, jurors, partners, volunteers, and audiences who make the Calgary
International Film Festival a vibrant celebration of cinema year after year.

For more information on the 2026 CIFF jury, visit: https://www.ciffcalgary.ca/festival/jury-2026

And the celebration doesn’t stop here! Stay tuned post-festival for the 2026 CIFF Audience
Choice Awards — the best of the fest, as chosen by the fans themselves. Most films
screening at CIFF are eligible for the Audience Choice Awards, with winners determined by the


https://www.ciffcalgary.ca/festival/jury-2026

collective scores from audience ballots submitted online and in cinemas throughout the
festival. Winners will be announced following the festival.
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CIFF | Calgary International Film Festival

September 24 - October 4, 2026

ciffcalgary.ca | @CIFFcalgary #260, 999 8 St. SW Calgary, AB

About the Calgary International Film Festival

Founded in 2000, the Calgary International Film Festival (CIFF) is a not-for-profit charitable
organization that brings films and filmmakers from around the world to Calgary for its annual
Fall festival and year-round programming. CIFF is now the largest event of its kind in Alberta
and the sixth-largest film festival in Canada, bringing audiences together for remarkable and
engaging cinematic experiences. CIFF is proud to present its 27th festival from September 24 -
October 4, 2026, with in-cinema screenings, celebrating stand-out stories, and offering once-
in-a-lifetime experiences.
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